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April 2017 

From the Chief Investigator A 

I hope this newsletter finds you 
now recovered from a fantastic 
Easter and a plethora of Australian 
public holidays. Things are certainly 
moving ahead with the centre of 
research excellence. A key aspect 
of the growth has been the very 
successful inaugural CRE meeting 
held in Sydney. Great credit to 
Cecilia, Marianne and Elicia as well 
as Nigel and his team down there. 
The multidisciplinary-ness was 
palpable having a patient (Jack 
Wellens) provided by Chris 
Hayward was outstanding and 
really gave us the feeling that we 
are collaborating more as a team 
rather than individual nodes. I got 

with the Minister for Health, 
Cameron Dick, yesterday and he 
congratulated us on the event. 

Work continues, and concurrently 
we are also planning the Asia-
Pacific ELSO meeting in Gold 
Coast, October 12-14. We decided 
to bid for this meeting because 
we realized it will be two and a 
half years into our centre of 
research excellence program. It 
gives us a great opportunity to 
show how far we have come and 
how much we have grown into an 
international tree of outstanding 
research fruits and potentials. 
Details are listed at the bottom. 

We are going to have a CRE meeting 
associated with the APELSO. We’ve 
got over 40 international and national 
speakers, ECMO and beyond is the 
title therefore VADs, total artificial 
hearts.  

Numerous high-end speakers; Bob 
Bartlett who has developed a concept, 
key opinion leaders from United 
States, Europe, Asia. Multidisciplinary 
is going to be the key, and the theme 
is really that “survival has to be worth 
it”. Again our management and 
administration team have been 
outstanding and ably assisted by 
Viktor von Bahr, one of our CRE 
students from Karolinska in Sweden.   

Viktor has done some amazing 
graphics and has tangled all loose 

ends together as he and Kiran tighten 
up the research schedule. It should 
be a fantastic event it’s co-hosted at 
the same time as ANZICS. We look 
forward to seeing you there, either at 
the conference or on paddle boards 
(the beach is 500 yards from the 
conference centre), turtle, snorkelling 
or the beach party held at the Hilton 
pool. 

We need to start thinking about the 
potential of ‘where do we go from 
here’. Cecilia has been fantastic, and 
bringing the groups together and all 
groups are contributing more and 
more and the collaboration between 
groups is evident by the transfer of 
staff between Brisbane and Sydney, 

Melbourne and across Asia. The 
international collaborative 
continues to grow and we welcome 
Max from Regensburg, Viktor from 
Karolinska and Sacha from Paris 
should be arriving soon.  

Multidisciplinary is key and this can 
been seen with the nursing group 
coming together in May in 
Brisbane. It’s amazing to think that 
never before have the VAD and 
ECMO nurses across Australia ever 
got together to develop a 
collaborative and ask the same 
questions. They have a wealth of 
clinical knowledge and access to 
patients, so really we have not 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

    

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

CRE ACTIONS IN ACTION 

accessed them well. Allied Health 
are pushing ahead with their own 
program within the APELSO – 
breakfast sessions for Allied Health, 
Nursing and new research 
programs will go ahead. 

Jason Roberts continues to push 
the boundary and we congratulate 
him on his own centre of research 
excellence (REDUCE). I have 
decided to put some money 
towards a combined PhD and post 
doc based at the Alfred working 
with Jason and our CRE. This is 
great potential and I think the 
government is very excited to see 
how CREs can actually work 
together. 

Whilst papers, publications and 
grants are all fantastic and they 
continue to come in, it’s essential 
that we all see the patient at the 
end point of this research. We can 
publish 400 papers but if we don’t 
benefit one patient we fail to 
achieve what we set out when we 
started the CRE. 

I look forward to continued work 
throughout the year, with Cecilia 
and the management team and 
your input the CRE continues to 
grow from strength to strength. 
The next 12 months is going to be 
exciting and I look forward to 
seeing you at the Gold Coast. 
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Probably we will launch our all 
savvy textbook on mechanical 
support as well as a critical care 
resuscitation journal which is 
dedicated entirely to mechanical 
support issues. 

All the best. 

 

Professor John F. Fraser  
MB ChB, PhD, FRCP (Glas.), 
FFARCSI, FRCA, FCICM  
Director, Critical Care Research 
Group 

 

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The inaugural CRE conference 
was held in Sydney on 28-29 
November, 2016. The conference 
also served as an expansion to 
the annual Innovative 
Cardiovascular Engineering 
Technology Laboratory 
(ICETLAB) symposium. 

A number of initiatives were 
introduced as part of the 
conference. These included a 
review of the CRE ACTIONS 
grant projects by all Chief 
Investigators, a Meet the Expert 
session, networking dinner, 
competitive student travel 
scholarships as well as an Award 
to recognize the best student 
presentation. The theme for this 
conference was ‘A World Team 
Approaching a World-w ide 
Problem: The Role of 
Mechanical Assist Device 
(MAD) Technologies’ 

 

Specifically, the conference 
program addressed leading 
research in challenges associated 
with the clinical implementation of 
MADs. The conference brought 
together a unique collaboration of 
global experts in Ventricular Assist 
Device (VAD) and Extra Corporeal 
Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO). 

The conference attracted over 70 
delegates with a multi-disciplinary 
global approach; clinicians, 
scientists, engineers, allied health 
professionals from Australia, 
China, Malaysia, Japan, France, 
and Germany and with industry 
partners’ representatives. 

The presentations covered topics 
in different themes; Grant projects 
updates, Clinical, Engineering and 
Award sessions, all spanning 
across the two conference days. 

 

This was achieved not only 
through the conference 
proceedings but also through 
good attendance at social events 
including a Networking Dinner 
and ‘Meet the Expert Session’. 

Highlights of the program  

Patient Centered  
To underscore the goal of our 
research and in the true spirit of 
putting patients first, we had a 
key note address by 81 year old 
Jack Wellens, who describes 
himself as ‘the bionic man whose 
life depends on batteries’. Jack 
received an LVAD in 2011. 
 
Jack expressed his concerns 
through his moving statement to 
the audience “My lifeline was 
taped over, due to some cracks 
in the line, but wish that a 
connector was fitted to enable 
replacement of the Lifeline 

with a curly cord, which would 
reduce the chance of the lifeline 
getting caught. Also, a longer 
lasting capacity battery would be 
great.” 

Grant Review Session 
This was a very engaging 
session, with all the Chief 
Investigators and research 
collaborators taking stock of how 
the CRE has performed in the 
last two years. Specifically, there 
were contributions from 
participating members on what 
we have done well, what we 
have not done well and looking 
into the future, what we need to 
see more of. The outcome of this 
session is now shaping our work 
and involvement in the 
remaining lifetime of the CRE 
ACTIONS grant. 

Young Investigators Day 
The second day of the conference 
was dedicated to the young 
researchers.  Selected student 
abstracts (Clinical and 
Engineering) were presented at 
plenary. CRE Chief Investigators 
and senior research collaborators 
provided valuable feedback on 
the students’ work. 
 
UNSW Lab Visit 
As part of the program, 
participants enjoyed a tour of the 
lab at UNSW under the direction 
of Nigel Lovell and Michael 
Stevens. 
 
Student involvement 
An important part of this 
conference focused on giving the 
next generation of clinicians and 
researchers a chance to attend 
and present their work.  

They also had the opportunity to 
interact with senior researchers 
in their field and form new 
collaborations. Scholarships were 
provided to students to facilitate 
their attendance to the CRE 
conference. 

Social Program 
Networking dinner: The official 
CRE Conference Dinner was held 
at Coogee Bay Hotel located at 
the corner of Coogee Bay Rd & 
Arden St. Participants were 
treated to a 3 course menu and 
what was a special evening with 
classical karaoke led by none 
other than our Scottish leader, 
CIA John Fraser and with every 
represented country having a go 
at it. It was great to see how 
many nationalities were 
represented at the conference. 
 

 

 

Special Feature: CRE Conference 2016 
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Meet the Expert session: Meet the 
Expert Session provided an 
informal atmosphere for 
participants (especially younger 
clinicians and researchers) to 
interact with experts who gave 
their undivided attention for 
knowledge and insights into 
different fields. The experts 
included our very own Chief 
Investigators; Professor John 
Fraser, Professor David McGiffin, 
Professor Nigel Lovell and 
Professor Christopher Hayward. 

 

Young Investigator Award 

 
 
CRE honoured the overall best student 
presentation with a CRE 2016 Young 
Investigator Award. This award went 
to Clayton Semenzin who presented 
his paper on “Hydraulic Design of 
Rotary Blood Pumps to Support 
Patients with Heart Failure”.  
Clayton received a marvelous plaque 
and gift voucher. The award was 
presented by Gordon Stenning of N. 
STENNING & CO PTY LTD who has 
generously provided student 
scholarships for our previous events 
which have helped progress the 
careers of our young researchers.   
 

Event Summary  
CRE ACTIONS Annual Conference  
Date: November 28-29, 2016  
Venue: University of New South 
Wales (UNSW), Kensington 
Campus, Sydney (CLB 1)  
Number of Attendees: 72 
 
Organizing Committee  
John Fraser  
Cecilia Keiru 
Shaun Gregory  
Nigel Lovell  
Michael Stevens  
Elicia Pretorius  
Marianne Tansley 

Abstract Committee  
John Fraser  
David McGiffin  
Christopher Hayward  
Einly Lim  
Shaun Gregory 
 

Awards Panel 
David McGiffin  
Shaun Gregory  
Einly Lim 
 
Sponsors  
NHMRC  
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals  
HeartWare  
N. Stenning & Co. PTY Ltd  
Maquet Getinge Group  
Astellas Pharma  
Business Events Sydney 
 
Special Support  
Critical Care Research Group 
The Prince Charles Hospital Foundation 
ICETLAB  
University of Queensland  
University of New South Wales 
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Professor Nigel Lovell (second left) 
with Engineering PhD students during 
Meet the Expert session  

 

 
“Everything revolves around batteries 
before going ANYWHERE- shopping, 

dinner, or going for a sail. One needs to 
assess how many hours it takes and take 

batteries accordingly. It’s NOT a good 
idea to run out of batteries…”  

– Jack Wellens 

 
 
 
 
 

Overall Evaluation 
The conference went over and 
beyond most peoples’ 
expectation. For a small meeting, 
it was big on content and with 
great potential to improve 
outcomes and create world class 
innovation. 
We thank everyone for their 
participation and support in 
learning as well as sharing 
resources for better 
understanding on what we are 
collaboratively doing to address 
challenges associated with 
Mechanical Assist Device (MAD) 
technologies. 

This inaugural meeting has 
opened key conversations on 
MAD technologies and we are 
excited by the participation and 
support of different stakeholders 
who attended. 

Thank you, once again, for 
supporting this effort. We 
couldn’t do it without you! 
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                                             CRE Group Photo | Coming together to make it work  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon Stenning (left) presents the CRE Young 
Investigator Award to Clayton Semenzin (right) | 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

Professor Chris Hayward makes a point as fellow Chief 
Investigators give it a thought  

 

Moments at the CRE Conference 
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Professor John Fraser (left) shares a moment with Jack 
Wellens  

 

 

 

Professor David McGiffin talking on CRE Research studies in 
Melbourne  

 

 

Professor Paul Bannon presenting on Mechanical Circulatory 
Support Guidelines 

 

CRE Chief Investigators | Think tank (from left – Professors 
Vin Pellegrino, Nigel Lovell, David McGiffin, Chris Hayward, 
& Geoff Tansley 

 

 

Dr Shaun Gregory gives an update on patient-device 
interface of cardio-respiratory MADs 

 

 

A/Professor Adrian Barnett promotes the economic cost 
effectiveness of MAD therapies 

 

A/Professor Diann Eley informs the audience on Researcher 
Mentoring and Development  

 

 

Professor Jason Roberts brings in the Pharmacokinetics 
perspective  

 



  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good opportunity to meet all 
Chief Investigators in one room - 
Jo Pauls  

I gained a broader perspective 
and knowledge in the 
cardiovascular ICU subject and 
took the opportunity to expand 
my network. I came back with 
new ideas for my project –   
Alice Boone 

The CRE ACTIONS conference 
was the perfect platform for me 
as a young researcher to 
showcase our work in a friendly 
and supportive environment – 
Andrew Stephens  

Hearing some of the complications and 
potential areas for improvement directly 
from those that live with LVADs was 
invaluable, along with seeing how these 
impact their everyday lives (as 
compared to being solely concerned 
with the function of the pump which is 
typical for engineers) -                 
Clayton Semenzin  

When Jack shared his 
experience living with LVAD 
and talked on the interaction 
between machines and 
human, I was shocked to 
realize we are saving people 
despite not being doctors - 
Jingjing Ji 

It was an opportunity to know for 
the first time what kind of research 
the whole of CRE is doing at this 
meeting – Masaya Hakozaki 

I was fortunate to have the 
opportunity to present my study, I 
received positive feedback… 
discussed my project during the 
tea breaks, got great suggestions 
for my research topic – Eric Wu 

The experience of speaking in front of my 
peers gave me great confidence in all this 
year’s hard work. I received excellent 
feedback – Madeline Keenan  

 

Was a great opportunity to meet 
people in person, such as the 
collaborators from Melbourne, 
who I only ever talked to on 
Skype - Eleonore Bolle  

Provided me the opportunity to 
increase the scope and quality of the 
transplant project and appreciate the 
incredible work that is happening 
globally under the direction of the 
CRE – Matthew Wells  

As a clinician, these sessions were truly mind-
opening and being able to exchange with 
engineers on the possible applications of 
these techniques and devices was an 
enriching experience - Sacha Rozencwajg 

As a result of attending the CRE 
conference, I have established 
potential collaboration 
opportunities. This may include 
sharing 4D MRI flow data to 
validate my cannulated LV CFD 
model- Sam Liao 

Most important learning points from the 
conference were; the possibilities of global 
multi-disciplinary (engineering, clinical, 
biomedical) research to deliver high quality 
science and products for mechanical 
cardiac support as well as consumer 
responsiveness - Nchafatso G. Obonyo 

 

To meet everybody at the conference facilitated my start 
and helped a lot to get in touch with people from other 
centres and start building a stronger scientific network - 
Maximilian Malfertheiner 
 

What was the CRE conference to you? 
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CRE projects in Melbourne  

     
     

     
    

     
    

     
   

     
  

      
     

    
    

    
      

    
    

    
      

     
    
 

change of microbial composition 
along the driveline, from 
percutaneous inserting site (exit-site) 
to the pump pocket, over time 
following driveline implantation, in 
patients with or without driveline 
infections.  Advanced microscopy 
techniques will be used to 
qualitatively assess micro biofilm 
formation on drivelines in the study. 
Analyses of microbial composition of 
different sections of drivelines, skin 
and gut, and the change of microbial 
composition after driveline 
implantation will be carried out at 
Monash University. 

Lastly, third project is looking at 
establishing a large animal model to 
study the pathogenesis of driveline 
infections, including driveline tissue 
integration and microbial biofilm 
formation on drivelines, and the 
efficacy of preventative strategies. 

 

Although the results from our in 
vitro (project 1) and microbiome 
studies (project 2) will lead to a 
better understanding of how 
driveline infections occur and how 
to prevent them, a large animal 
model is required to successfully 
"translate" our laboratory based 
findings into clinical practice. There 
is a lack of validated animal 
models that could be used to study 
driveline infections. Our Monash 
team has established a mouse 
subcutaneous biofilm model, which 
will facilitate us to study a short-
term device-microbial interaction 
or assess the efficacy of treatment 
in vivo. However, this is not an 
ideal model to study driveline 
infections, which is often a 
consequence of long-term 
interactions. With close 
collaboration between the Brisbane 
(Prof. John Fraser and 

 

Dr. Shaun Gregory) and 
Melbourne teams, CRE ACTIONS 
can now set up a sheep/pig model 
for driveline infections, to examine 
the tissue integration of drivelines 
and to assess the anti-infective 
efficacy of our novel preventative 
or treatment strategies. 

Collaborators from CSIRO and 
Monash Engineering have 
demonstrated sound 
methodologies in surface/chemical 
engineering, including chemical 
synthesis and surface coatings.  

Our Monash group has 
established a serial of in vitro 
assays to assess the antimicrobial 
efficacy of these newly-developed 
strategies, including using a 
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The CRE Melbourne node is working 
on a number of projects. First one is 
a multidisciplinary project using in 
vitro models to study biofilm 
formation on HeartWare driveline. 
Outcomes are focused from the 
aspects of; microorganisms, medical 
devices and driveline tunnels 
composed of human tissues. 

The second project is on 
Microbiome analysis of patients with 
a ventricular assist device and 
investigate its correlation with 
driveline biofilm formation and 
infections. The aims of this study 
are to systematically analyse skin 
microbiome, gut microbiome, and 
the microbiome of implanted 
driveline of VAD patients, and to 
explore whether there is a 
correlation between these outcome 
measures. We are particularly 
interested in examining the 

 

colony drip-flow biofilm system 
which mimics the chronic wound 
infections.    

Together, we aim to develop 
infection-resistant and human-
friendly surface treatments for 
VAD drivelines in the laboratory, 
screen their anti-infective efficacy 
with our mouse subcutaneous 
biofilm model, and validate its 
long-term efficacy with the 
"precious" large animal model. 

 

Professor David McGiffin  
Professor Anton Peleg  
Dr Yue Que  
Dr Christina Kure  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

One of our ex-PhD students, 
Mahdi Mansouri, has been 
spending several months in the 
ICETLAB to evaluate his preload-
based control algorithm using a 
mock circulatory loop under the 
supervision of Dr Shaun Gregory 
and Professor John Fraser. We are 
also planning for a short-term 
attachment of our current PhD 
student, Vivian Koh, who works on 
the development of a model 
predictive controller for a 
biventricular assist device, in the 
ICETLAB.  

To date, we have produced several 
shared publications through this 
collaborative link. This 
collaboration provides us with an 
excellent platform to share 
resources effectively, which helps 
to expedite our research progress 
while minimizing research time 
and cost. 

Research Collaboration in Malaysia 

We are very keen to see this 
collaboration growing with an 
increased understanding and joint 
work, leading to further 
student/academic exchanges, joint 
programs and joint research 
projects. 
 
 
Dr Einly Lim  
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering  
Faculty of Engineering  
University of Malaya  
Malaysia 

 

 

 

Boon Chiang Ng (left) post doc, 2016 with Dr O H 
Frazier in Texas Heart Institute  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRE ACTIONS IN ACTION 

University Malaya (UM) is 
Malaysia’s leading Research 
University, with its Faculty of 
Engineering ranked 35th in the 
recently released QS World 
Rankings by Subject for 2017. The 
Asian Cardiac Engineering 
laboratory originated out of the 
Department of Biomedical 
Engineering at UM in 2011, with a 
primary goal of developing practical 
engineering solutions to 
cardiovascular problems. A team of 
dedicated researchers and 
graduated students now work on 
various projects, including 
cardiovascular modeling and 
imaging, cardiovascular assist 
devices, and telehealth monitoring.  

We have been collaborating with 
CRE on projects related to 
physiological control of the rotary 
blood pumps since 2015. 
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New Researcher Training and Development 

A priority of the CRE ACTIONS has 
always been education and training. 
It is a commitment that builds 
capacity within the CRE, and offers 
once in a lifetime opportunities for 
students to contribute to world class 
research. To this aim the CRE is 
going above and beyond in terms of 
student research training. 

Did you know that, at last count, the 
CRE ACTIONS has a total of 34 
research students who are currently 
enrolled and active in a range of 
research training, from Honours to 
research higher degrees (RHD), and 
post-doctoral levels - and located 
around the world.  Here in 
Queensland there are; 12 PhD 
students; 9 Honours student and 5 
Post-docs representing UQ, QUT, 
Griffith, as well as a PhD from 
Tsinghua University (China), an 
Honours student from ISIFC 
(France), plus another 4 Honours 
students from OTH Regensburg 
(University of Applied Sciences, 
Germany).   

 

Based in Sydney are; a Post-doc, a 
PhD and an Honours student at 
UNSW, plus another PhD student 
from the University of Malaya.  
Melbourne has a Post-doc and a 
potential PhD student to be based at 
Monash. Then if you look around the 
world there are PhDs and Post-docs 
based in China (Tsinghua University), 
Japan –Masters- (Shibaura Technical 
Institute), Sweden (Karolinska 
Institute), Germany (University 
Hospital Regensburg), and France 
(Universite Pierre Et Marie Curie 
(UPMC) Paris VI).  Transnational and 
translational research indeed! 

That’s not only a lot of student 
training, but a lot of student 
supervision as well.  While our 
‘fearless leader’ has involvement with 
all our students and their projects, 
John has Principal Supervisor 
responsibility for over 13 CRE 
students. Shaun Gregory has 23!  
Nigel Lovell, Geoff Tansley, David 
McGiffin, Einly Lim, Jason Roberts,  

Kiran Shekar Adrian Barnett and Yu 
Zhang represent the balance of 
Principal Supervisors within the CRE 
at the present time.      

And this leads nicely to the UQ 
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
HIGHER DEGREE BY RESEARCH 
SUPERVISION.  These awards are 
UQ’s way of recognising and 
rewarding the outstanding 
performance by RHD supervisors in 
mentoring and training MPhil and 
PhD students.  There are so many 
excellent supervisors out there and 
CRE is doing its fair share of that 
supervision across many universities 
and institutions. See this link for 
more details on how to nominate an 
outstanding supervisor you know.  
https://graduate-
school.uq.edu.au/2017-awards-
excellence-hdr-supervision-open 
Winners will receive $5,000 with 
commendations receiving $2,000. 
But be quick, the deadline is 23 
April. 
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Here is something to percolate your 
daydream ideas that may not be as 
farfetched as you may imagine. The 
UQ Idea Hub is a practical, hands-on 
program that provides aspiring 
students who have a great idea, the 
advice and support to turn that idea 
into reality.  To me the CRE 
ACTIONS is an Idea Hub in its own 
right, so there should be no 
shortage of thoughts flying around 
the labs.  While it is pitched at 
entrepreneurs, your ideas needn’t 
be business based.  I know from 
experience that bioscience and 
technology are top priorities for 
support. Have a look at the details 
at the link below.  
https://ideahub.uq.edu.au/applicatio
ns 
 

And don’t forget to visit the 
Medical Student Research Portal if 
you are interested in posting a 
project to attract a medical student 
as either a volunteer doing extra-
curricular research or an MPhil or 
PhD. Have a look at the ‘For 
Researchers’ page under ‘Posting a 
Project’.  http://research-
portal.medicine.uq.edu.au 

 

A/Prof Diann Eley, Director of MD 
Research, School of Medicine UQ 

 

https://graduate-school.uq.edu.au/2017-awards-excellence-hdr-supervision-open
https://graduate-school.uq.edu.au/2017-awards-excellence-hdr-supervision-open
https://graduate-school.uq.edu.au/2017-awards-excellence-hdr-supervision-open
https://ideahub.uq.edu.au/applications
https://ideahub.uq.edu.au/applications
http://research-portal.medicine.uq.edu.au/
http://research-portal.medicine.uq.edu.au/


 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APELSO Conference 2017  

ECMO...and Beyond (the future of 
Mechanical Circulatory Support) 

The Extracorporeal Life Support 
Organization (ELSO) is an 
international non-profit consortium of 
health care institutions dedicated to 
the development and evaluation of 
novel therapies for support of failing 
organ systems. Professor John Fraser 
and the Critical Care Research Group 
(CCRG) will be hosting the APELSO 
Conference on October 12-14, 2017 
at the Gold Coast Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, Queensland, 
Australia.   

This will be the first time that the 
event has been held in Australia, and 
will attract at least 600 delegates 
from around the Asia Pacific region, 
as well as internationally acclaimed 
speakers and specialist workshop 
simulations.  
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The APELSO Conference is an 
opportunity for adult and paediatric 
Extracorporeal Membrane 
Oxygenation (ECMO) specialists, 
along with intensive care medicine 
specialists, scientists, allied health 
professionals and nurses to come 
together to learn from international 
speakers, attend simulation 
workshops, and build relationships 
and networks with each other. 

Registration and Abstract 
Submission open at 
www.apelso.com 
  
For more information contact: 
Marianne.Tansley@health.qld.gov.au 
Phone: (07) 3139 6880 
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Events Notice  

CRE Conference 2017  

This year’s CRE Conference will be 
part of the APELSO Conference at 
the Gold Coast, Queensland, 
Australia. 

Details will be out soon... 

 

For more information contact: 
Cecilia.Keiru@health.qld.gov.au 
Phone: (07) 3139 4655 
 

 

 

 

 CRE offers an internal tutorial 
program (Masterclass Talks) that 
addresses the missing pieces of 
research management. A wide range 
of topics are lined up for this year; 
Health Consumer Engagement, 
Career options in Research, Bias 
and Conflict of Interest, Working 
with Industry, Attracting and 
Mentoring students, Student 
Supervision. Lecture dates will be 
made available through the CCRG 
weekly updates. 

Robyn Minchinton (PhD, 
GradDipScsComm, BAppSc is the 
Deputy Chancellor of CQUniversity 
Australia. Robyn is a visiting Senior  

Research Fellow CCRG and CRE-
ACTIONS. 

In the Australian Blood Service 
(ARCBS), she was National 
Innovation Portfolio Manager for 
research teams across Australian & 
Passive Immunity Program Leader in 
the CRC for Vaccine Technology. She 
has published and presented 
extensively and is dedicated to 
mentoring students and early career 
scientists. 

We greatly appreciate Robyn’s 
dedication and immense support in 
driving this initiative. 

Masterclass Talks with Dr Robyn 
Minchinton  

 

http://www.apelso.com/
mailto:Marianne.Tansley@health.qld.gov.au
mailto:Cecilia.Keiru@health.qld.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRE ACTIONS IN ACTION 

 
Pictorial  

 

 Global Research| from left - Maximilian Malfertheiner (Germany), 
Sacha Rozencwajg (France) in discussion with CIA John Fraser| 
CRE Conference, Meet the Expert session  

 

 

 Cecilia Keiru, CRE Program Manager with Jack Wellens at the 
conference 

 

 

 From left – Christina Kure, Paul Jarrett, Oystein Tronstad | 
Multidisciplinary approach to Research | CRE conference  

 

 

 

 

 From left – Gordon Stenning, Cara Wrigley and Shaun Gregory | 
Industry engagement at the CRE conference  

 

 

 Marianne Tansley (left) & Elicia Pretorius, CCRG Management 
at the CRE Conference  

 

 

 From left - Masaya Hakozaki, Nobuo Watanabe both from 
Shibaura Technical Institute (Japan) with Obonyo Nchafatso 
(Kenya) 
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 Clinicians and Scientists running a study in Brisbane  
 

 

 CCRG team gets together | Work hard, play hard  
 

 

 Celebrating a team member’s research award | CCRG 
 

 

 Proud moment at the TPCH Research week  
 

 

 Social moment at the CRE Conference   
 

 

 CRE Conference proceedings    
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Advertised Opportunities  
 

 

DESIGN INNOVATION - NHMRC CRE ACTIONS 
PhD Scholarship 

We seek a suitable PhD candidate specialising in the 
area of Product, Industrial or Digital Design to 
undertake the re-design of the patient experience 
(product, system and service) related to ventricular 
assist devices implantation in cardiovascular care.  

This role will involve the day-to-day undertaking of 
research aimed at the improvement of patient 
delivery and design, as well as a contribution to the 
overall research activities of the ICETLAB group 
(http://icetlab.com). 

Application details available on: 
http://agile2.ucc.usyd.edu.au/ro/opportunities/schol
arships/1874 

Closing date: 30 May 2017  

 

 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

This position contributes to electrical / electronic 
engineering projects within the ICETLAB and 
Critical Care Research Group (CCRG), based at 
The Prince Charles Hospital. You will prepare and 
submit manuscripts, grant applications and 
conference presentations and contribute to 
research input/output by assisting with publishing 
in high quality outlets. 

For more information on this role and application 
process: 

http://jobs.uq.edu.au/caw/en/job/500493/postdocto
ral-research-fellow 

https://www.seek.com.au/job/33254428?type=stan
dard&tier=no_tier&pos=2&whereid=3000&userque
ryid=63f9a610183e0708cb4ae82add221d73-
2715367&ref=beta 

Closing date: 16 May 2017  

 

 

Postdoctoral positions available at UNSW 
Faculty of Engineering 

Position details: 

•Ten Research Fellows will be appointed across the 
Faculty of Engineering in 2017 with initial terms of 
two years with an option for extension to a third 
year based on research performance; 

•Nominated candidates are expected, at the time of 
nomination, to be external to UNSW; 

•As a baseline, it is expected that the research track 
record (relative to opportunity) of all nominees 
would render them competitive for award of an ARC 
DECRA (eligibility notwithstanding); 

 

Each application will be assessed on:  

1.The excellence of the applicant’s work; quality of 
their track record and its trajectory; demonstrated 
capacity for undertaking original work relative to 
opportunity; capacity to bring new expertise to the 
School(s) (40%);  

2. The quality of the research environment, 
facilities and the people with whom the applicant 
will work (30%);  

3. The quality of the research project and its 
alignment to UNSW’s 2025 Strategy and potential 
to deliver quality outcomes (30%). 

If interested, contact Michael Stevens 
michael.stevens@unsw.edu.au 

 

http://icetlab.com/
http://agile2.ucc.usyd.edu.au/ro/opportunities/scholarships/1874
http://agile2.ucc.usyd.edu.au/ro/opportunities/scholarships/1874
http://jobs.uq.edu.au/caw/en/job/500493/postdoctoral-research-fellow
http://jobs.uq.edu.au/caw/en/job/500493/postdoctoral-research-fellow
https://www.seek.com.au/job/33254428?type=standard&tier=no_tier&pos=2&whereid=3000&userqueryid=63f9a610183e0708cb4ae82add221d73-2715367&ref=beta
https://www.seek.com.au/job/33254428?type=standard&tier=no_tier&pos=2&whereid=3000&userqueryid=63f9a610183e0708cb4ae82add221d73-2715367&ref=beta
https://www.seek.com.au/job/33254428?type=standard&tier=no_tier&pos=2&whereid=3000&userqueryid=63f9a610183e0708cb4ae82add221d73-2715367&ref=beta
https://www.seek.com.au/job/33254428?type=standard&tier=no_tier&pos=2&whereid=3000&userqueryid=63f9a610183e0708cb4ae82add221d73-2715367&ref=beta
mailto:michael.stevens@unsw.edu.au
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Thank you- We couldn’t have done it without you! 
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Critical Care Research Group 
Level 3, Clinical Sciences Building  

The Prince Charles Hospital 
Rode Road  

Chermside QLD 4032 
Ph: (07) 3139 6880 

 
Contact email: 

 
TPCH-CCRG@health.qld.gov.au 
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Supported by the National Health and Medical Research Council (1079421) Centre for Research Excellence in Advanced Cardio-
respiratory Therapies Improving OrgaN Support (ACTIONS). The contents of the published material are solely the responsibility of 

The Critical Care research Group (CCRG) and do not reflect the views of NHMRC. 
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